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efficient members, with the result that degenerates are
increasing, while humanitarian principles not only preserve
them but also enable a considerable number of them to propa-
gate their species. Western society is bringing upon itself
a complex and terrible problem, which few have the courage
to consider in all its bearings, and which is almost entirely
ignored by its legislators and administrators, who in some
cases seem to glory in the multiplication of institutions for
the benefit of the inefficient and degenerate, and speak of
them as the glories of our civilisation. No doubt they are
required under present conditions, but in reality they are in
great part monuments to neglected duties, and our efforts
should be directed to the elimination of the causes which
render them necessary.

In the same way a much larger problem is arising in
Asia and Africa. The coloured populations are now, to a
large extent, freed from the wars, famines, and pestilences
which formerly kept their numbers within the means of sub-
sistence, and they are now increasing at a very rapid rate
and threaten to swamp the white population wherever they
come into contact. Whether the pressure will ever become so
great as to cause an overflow into Western countries is a
problem which only the future will reveal. It will be very
difficult to keep this pressure within control, as it will take
a long time before education or legislation is possible which
will in any way tend to restrain this increase, and the tendency
will be for the coloured races not only to increase in numbers
in their own countries but also to seek outlets in other parts
of the world. Probably it is unwise to trouble ourselves with
very long views as to the future, as the unexpected is always
happening, but short views which neglect rapidly increasing
tendencies may involve us in very serious difficulties. Mean-
time we can only indicate the problem, as its full discussion
would occupy much space.

It is evident from the conditions which we have been
considering that one of the most pressing problems which
our statesmen must consider is that of the relations to each